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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1,6-21, 25-33, and 36-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being 
anticipated by Saylor (US 6,661 ,340). 

Regarding claim 1 , Saylor discloses a document management system 
comprising a physical-document monitoring device comprising a document coupling 
device (column 8, line 35- col. 9, line 15), a sensor 212-216 coupled to the document 
coupling device, the sensor operable to sense a state of a document and to generate a 
signal representative thereof (col. 5, lines 15-30, col. 1 1 , line 40- col. 12, line 25), and a 
computer 220, 242 coupled to the sensor, the computer operable to determine a 
document state based on the signal. 

Regarding claim 20 , Saylor discloses a method for document management at a 
physical document comprising sensing a state of a document (212-216), generating a 
signal representing the documents state, determining the document state based on the 
signal, and generating a wireless signal representing the document state (fig. 1-8, col. 5, 
line 35- col. 9, line 15, col. 5, lines 15-30, col. 11, line 40- col. 12, line 25). 
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Regarding claim 33 . Saylor discloses an article comprising a machine-readable 
medium storing instructions operable to cause one or more machines to perform 
operations comprising determining whether a state of a document has been sensed 
(212-216), determining the document state, and generating a wireless message 
representing the document state (fig. 1-8, col. 5, line 35- col. 9, line 15, col. 5, lines 15- 
30, col. 1 1 , line 40- col. 12, line 25). 

Regarding claims 6. 26. 37 , Saylor discloses the document state comprising an 
environmental condition of the document (col. 5, lines 15-30, col. 11, line 40- col. 12, 
line 25). 

Regarding claim 7 . Saylor discloses the environmental condition comprising 
illumination (col. 5, lines 15-30, col. 11, line 40- col. 12, line 25). 

Regarding claim 8 . Saylor discloses a wireless communication device (figure 2). 

Regarding claim 9 . Saylor discloses the sent data comprising the determined 
document state (col. 5, lines 15-30, col. 1 1, line 40- col. 12, line 25). 

Regarding claims 10. 28. 39 . Saylor discloses state data for a non-physical 
version of document (fig. 2). 

Regarding claims 1 1 . 27. 38 . Saylor discloses document meta-data (fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 12 . Saylor discloses a text string (fig. 1-8). 

Regarding claims 13. 25. 36 . Saylor discloses a document location (col. 5, lines 
15-30, col. 1 1 , line 40- col. 12, line 25). 

Regarding claims 14. 29. 40 . Saylor discloses an allowable document state (col. 
5, lines 15-30, col. 11, line 40- col. 12, line 25). 
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Regarding claim 15 , Saylor discloses a rule that expresses the allowable 
document state (col. 5, lines 15-30, col. 1 1 , line 40- col. 12, line 25). 

Regarding claims 16, 30, 41 , Saylor discloses determining whether the allowable 
document state has been violated (col. 5, lines 15-30, col. 11, line 40- col. 12, line 25). 

Regarding claims 17, 31, 42 , Saylor discloses a displaying device providing a 
visual indication of physical document status (fig. 2-8). 

Regarding claim 18 , Saylor discloses a user input device (fig. 2). 

Regarding claims 19, 32, 43 , Saylor discloses a wireless message (fig. 1-8). 

Regarding claim 21 , Saylor discloses coupling a physical-document monitoring 
device to the document (fig. 2). 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
. the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-5, 22, 23, 24, 34, 35, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Saylor in view of Yoshida (US 6,940,092). 

Regarding claims 2, 3, 5, 22-24, 34, 35 . Saylor discloses all the claimed subject 
matters as set forth above in the rejection of claim 1 , but still does not disclose binding 
the document (claims 2, 22), the document state comprising the number of document 
pages (claims 3, 23, 34), the sensor sensing the pages based on capacitance (claim 5), 
and sensing an electrical value affected by a dielectric (claims 24, 35). Yoshida teaches 
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the use of binding the document (51 1 , figures 5-6), the document state comprising the 
number of document pages (col. 15, lines 35-55), the sensor sensing the pages based 
on capacitance (col. 15, lines 5-25), and sensing an electrical value affected by a 
dielectric (col. 8, lines 60-68). It would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to include binding the document, the 
document state comprising the number of document pages, the sensor sensing the 
pages based on capacitance, and sensing an electrical value affected by a dielectric to 
the system of Saylor as taught by Yoshida for the purpose of sensing the state of the 
document. 

Regarding claim 4 . Saylor discloses the sensor comprising the document 
coupling device (col. 8, line 35- col. 9, line 15). 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ehrensvard and Przygoda teach monitoring systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anh V. La whose telephone number is (571) 272-2970. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9:30am to 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Wu can be reached on (571) 272-2964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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